
State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 06-059

Complainant: Kim Baker

Judge: Victor “Mike” Wilkins

ORDER

After reviewing the complaint, the evidence gathered during preliminary investiga-
tion, and the judge’s response, the commission finds that the judge’s actions in this case
violated the Code of Judicial Conduct.

The judge improperly dismissed a lawsuit when he unilaterally applied Arizona
Revised Statute §12-502 and dismissed a lawsuit against a minor defendant. The statute
only applies to minor plaintiffs who are trying to file lawsuits. In this case, the defendant
was a minor and was present with his parent. A minor under 16 may be sued in justice or
small claims court as long as the parents are served with notice. The judge’s action in
dismissing the case pursuant to a clearly inapplicable statute violated Canon 3B(2).

Accordingly, the judge is hereby reprimanded for his conduct pursuant to Rule 17(a),
and the record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judge’s response and this
order, shall be made public as required by Rule 9(a).

Dated: July 11, 2006.

FOR THE COMMISSION

/s/ J. W. Brammer, Jr.          
Hon. J. William Brammer, Jr.
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed
to the complainant and the judge
on July 11, 2006.

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.
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